
CITY OF PELICAN RAPIDS PUBLIC INPUT MINUTES – 03-28-19

[bookmark: _GoBack]The City Council of Pelican Rapids held a special meeting at 7:00 p.m., on Thursday, 03-28-19 in Council Chambers, City Hall for the purpose of gathering public input regarding the Pelican Dam.

Council Present: Mayor Brent E. Frazier, Council Members Steve Strand, Curt Markgraf, Kevin Ballard and Steve Foster.
Staff present: City Administrator Don Solga and Clerk-Treasurer Danielle Heaton 
General Attendance: Sharon Gorton, John Gorton, Howard Fullheart, Mark Dokken, Julie Tunheim, Lori Jondahl, Judy Tabbut, Paul Tabbut, Jim Johnson, John Waller III, Everett Ballard, Scott Richardson, Rudy Martinez, Kate Martinez, Amy King, Scott King, Don Perrin, Jon Karger, Maggie Driscoll, Dawn Finn, Steve Finn, Mary Olson, Scott Richardson, Tim Femling, Monique Stelzer, Julie Lammers, Jay Elshaug, Jared Loewen, Yancy Wifall, Nick Valentine, Corey Bauer, Steve Toso and Lou Hoglund from the Pelican Press was also present.

The Mayor called the Public Input Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and thanked everyone for coming. He invited people to voice their opinions on the Pelican Dam.

Rudy Martinez, 111 2nd Avenue NE, Since they live on the river, he asked who would own any land that may be exposed by water levels going down, could they build on it and how it will affect property taxes? Answers: adjacent property owners would own the exposed property, possibly they may be able to build on it, and they would have to following existing rules and regulations, unsure of effect on property taxes. He is in favor of removing the dam. 

Mark Dokken, 13 Swan Blvd, spoke in favor of the rapids. The potential of the rapids could bring more people to town and repairing the dam will not.

Scott King, 305 1st Avenue SE, stated that fixing the dam is not practical; it will have to be done again in the future. He is in favor of restoring the rapids

Lori Jondahl, 201 N Broadway, spoke in favor of restoring the rapids. It would be nice to have a useable river, not just an observable river. 

Kate Martinez and Amy King submitted a letter from the Park Board. The Park Board is in favor of removing the dam. They would like to have a functional river and have a lot of ideas they have for the future park and river.  

John Waller III, 314 SE 4th Street, spoke in favor of removing the dam and not delaying. The longer the City waits, the higher the costs. He would like Council to make a decision soon.

Julie Tunheim, 411 2nd Avenue SE, would enjoy kayaking down the Pelican River. When she was young and they stopped in town, they stopped to see Pelican Pete; not necessarily the rapids. She is in favor of bringing back the rapids. 

Everett Ballard, 344 River Road, read a statement from his wife, Deb Ballard, who is in favor of restoring the rapids. He feels Peterson Park is under used and this could be a great thing. If the Dam stays it would be an expensive photo op. He would like to see the rapids.

Scott Richardson, 33 W Mill, as a sportsman, he would like to see some of the native fish come back to this area so he is in favor of the rapids.

Dawn Finn, 312 10th Avenue SW, is a member of the EDC. The EDC discussed the different opportunities removal of the dam could bring to the City. 

Don Perrin, 11 N Broadway, wanted the dam to be repaired when he first heard about this. He has now changed his mind and is in favor of restoring the rapids.

Jon Karger, 30 Swan Blvd, was indifferent at first but would rather see money spent on other things than to repair dam.

Clerk-Treasurer Danielle Heaton read the following letters or emails submitted since the Council Meeting on March 26, 2019.

Jeff Morgan, 15 W Mill, emailed stating he would like the rapids restored.

Andrew and Gretchen Johnson, 21 N Broadway, emailed stating they are in favor of removing the dam. It would be good for the future of Pelican Rapids and could attract young families to the area.

Robert Kohler, 27 2nd Ave NE, emailed saying remove the dam.

Wayne Runningen, 300 3rd Avenue SE, wrote a letter stating he doesn’t feel it is necessary to remove the dam at this time. If the spillway is repaired and the stone wall replaced, it would extend the service life of the dam. There are also many questions that have not been answered adequately by the DNR. 

Jay Elshaug, 49849 Fish Lake Road, underwent a similar process with the DNR that the City is considering now. He explained how it worked for them. 

A majority of the residents spoke up in favor of a decision being made quickly by Council.

Julie Lammers, 104 2nd Street SE, brought up the safety of kids jumping from rotary bridge. If the water was lowered, possibly less kids will jump from the bridge. 

Council Member Foster asked those present what was the primary interest of those that attended the meeting: taxes, restoring the river or recreational? Scott King responded saying all of the above, someone has to be first. 

Monique Stelzer, 613 1st Avenue SE, wanted to learn more after seeing it on Facebook and reading about it in the newspaper. She wanted to see what the perceived public values of both options were.

A majority of the residents spoke up in favor of a decision being made quickly by Council.

The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m.
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Danielle Heaton, MCMC
Clerk-Treasurer
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